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for Mitchel's book is the testament of Young Ireland, and
Young Ireland's was the first deliberate movement to
found a school of Irish literature in the English tongue.
Irish, the whole literature of the movement is ; addressed
to an Irish audience ; presuming in its readers a knowledge
of the past of Ireland, and an interest in that past, as in the
present and the future ; seeking indeed consciously to in-
form that interest, to give historic pride an armature to
build about; making names of batdefields like Benburb
or Fontenoy familiar as Bannockburn to the Scots; giving
to the more recent heroic figures, Hugh O'Neill, Hugh
O*Donnell or Sarsfield, something of the halo that hung
in peasant imagination about Finn and Ossian and Gull
Macmorna. Indeed, the defect in all the verse of The Spirit
of the Nation is that the writer's aim was too consciously a
teacher's or preacher's. The poet, or the writer, in any kind,
if he is to do the best, must write in reality to himself.
That is what in his Jail Journal Mitchel did and was forced
to do ; using his power of expression as a distraction to
make weary weeks pass into months, and months into years;
pouring out pell-mell, yet with the ordering that shows
an artist, his thoughts, his feelings, his memories, his hopes.
In so doing, he lived over again the past of his active effort,
he related to that effort and its hopes all that offered itself
to his observation ; and all that so offered was in some way
an expression of the overbearing Power with which he was
at war. In so doing, he whetted and renewed what was
strongest in him, the will not to accept defeat, the will to
a find victory, not to be hoped in his own day*
The less interesting part of his book is that where narra-
tive begins to supersede reflection; for when he reached
Australia he had to chronicle not only his impressions of
that new land, but his meeting with associates in captivity,
his brother-in-law, John Martin, Smith O'Brien, and others
as well. It passes on to the beginning of plans for rescue